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The sled still features Walker Evans* 
shocks, but tliis season the rear reservoir i.s 
one-inch longer to eliminate shock fade. 
New adjustable shock rods also were 
added at all cornets. 

Liberty™ fans will be happy to hear the 
liquid-cooled engine is back once again, 
hut this time it makes use of new V- 
roreef Reeds and carburetor calibra- 
tion. The stronger reed is supposed to 
produce instant throttle respon.se. 
Paired with that is the improved 
Dragon 1 " ignition system that uses 
pipe heat management to maximize 
igine performance along with a little red 
button to win the hoieshot. 

The "Dragon Burton" is located a thumb 
length in on the left hand portion of the 
handlebar. Introduced last season, its sup- 
posed to give Polaris snocrossers a 
holeshot advantage when dragging off the 
line al the start of a heat. It works by 
remapping the timing curve to give the 
engine a rapid rush of electronic steroids 
thai provoke instant acceleration and an 
advantage in getting to the first turn. To 
experience it for yourself, simply use your 
left thumb to push and hold the red button 
down as your right thumb slams the throt- 
tle trigger against the bar. According to 
Polaris, this procedure can net you a quick 
1 6- foot jump in the first five seconds ver- 
sus a non-dragon button-equipped Polaris 
snocrosser. In the first second, you gain a 
couple of feet of forward momentum and 
extend that to nearly 10 feet within the 
first three seconds of racing acceleration. 

All this has led Polaris Racing to 
declare thes've created the "most nimble 
and driver friendly" Pro XR 440 sled ever. 



RACE PROGRAM 

Levi LaVaiie. Dennis Eckslrom. Justin 
Tate and Jesse Strege are just some of the 
names you'll probably hear coming from 
the Polaris and AMSOIL trailers this sea- 
son. After being plagued with injuries last 
season, look for Team Polaris to put up a 
fight in the race to the podtums. 

LaVallc will attempt to continue his 
seemingly effortless transition from the 
Semi-Pro to Pro ranks this season after fin- 
ishing ninth in Pro Open and eleventh in 
Pro Stock after racing nine out often WSA 
National events last season. After being 
called into the Pro Circuit after stop no. 2 
of the WSA National Series last year. 
Launehin* Levi's goals this year are to 
make every Pro finals and be atop the 
podium every weekend. 

Team AMSOIL counterpart, Dennis 
Eckstrom. spent part of the 2002-2003 sea- 
son recovering from a torn ACL in his 
knee he incurred at a WSA National race 
in Syracuse, New York. But, proving a true 
fighter. Dennis Eckstrom returned to visit 
the podiums three times in four races 
before taking home the 2003 Winter X 
Games Snocross silver medal. A couple 
days later, he earned a fourth place finish 
in the X Games Htllcross event proving 
he's as healed as healed can be. Look tor 
htm to be a contender for the Points 
Championship this season. 

Amsotl Teammate Justin Tate stepped up 
to the call of duty during Eckstrom s mjurv 
and helped carry Team AMSOIL fast sea- 
son thanks to his three podium appear- 
ances at WSA National races. This season, 
he's looking to do more of the same. 

Jesse Strege. Team Polaris' veteran, will 
split his time this season between WSA 
Pro Vet and Pro Stock classes. Last year, 
he finished fifth in points in the Pro Vet 
circuit and managed to make a Pro Stock 
final, too. Besides snocross, Strege also is 
a hardcore cross country racer and is look- 
ing to take home an 1-500 victory. 

Other Team Polaris racers include Matt 
Judnick — a newcomer to the Pro class. 
Carl Schubiizke, Julie Thul— second in 
points in the WSA National Circuit last 
season. Mike Schultzand Bobby LePage. 




Get in on some televised snoaoss 
artion yourself wtiwi the X Gomes 
come to ESPN and ABC networks. 

Television coverage Is as fellows 
(all times ere Eastern Tine): 

Saturday, Jan. 24— 

on ABC from 1-3 {MR. and an ESPN 
from 3-5 p.m., rod 9-11 pjn. 

Sunday, Jan. 25— 

ea ESPN from 3-6 p.m., and 9-1 1 pjn. 

Monday, Jan. 26 — 
on ESPN from 9-llpjB. 

Tuesday, Jan. 27 — 
on ESPN from 9-1 1 p.m. 



